 An interview with Lents Neighborhood Association Chairwoman/President Judy Welch conducted by phone.  The community members elect the President to one-year term.

1. What, in your opinion, is the most interesting characteristic of this neighborhood? What sets it apart from other neighborhoods in Portland?

Nothing’s much. Set by the City of Portland, this neighborhood is depriving, single family and high rental. Part of the neighbor is messy but we tried to clean up.  There’s not much different with other neighborhoods around Lents.

2. How has this neighborhood changed in the past 10 years?

A lot. This is a very old neighborhood. It created since 1912.  It was really quiet residential neighborhood until we had a Wal-Mart open. East Port Plaza, when it first opened, it did good business. Then it was slow until Wal-Mart opened.  There’s a movie theater, fast-food restaurants, and even a music store for young people. It really has changed. 

3. What do you believe are the most important issues currently facing the neighborhood?

Well, most of the time is trash. We organized 5 times this year to pick up trash.  We do have some drug houses. We look out for that and report them.

4. What’s about crime? 

Happens. Not much though. Domestic violence. Some young people burgarized a few things, but that’s about it. 

5. Has the population of minority grown in the past 10 years?

Oh, yeah. I see the minority get in the neighborhood. 

6.   What do you do? How do you get elected? 

      We meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month except December.  

7. What do you do to better the neighborhood?

Basically, the community needs to do more. Things happened like picking trash that ‘cause the community stuck together and got something accomplished.

*I think I ask the question about minority is important because 92% of Lents population is White.  She might have seen many more minorities because they went to movie at 16 Century Theatre.  Some people even came for NE Portland to shop @ Wal-Mart.

An interview with a Businessman, George Tenet, who has lived in the neighborhood for 10 years.  I wanted to find out how the man earned his money. Did he give back to the neighborhood.  He’s no longer living in the neighborhood because he could effort to move out.






1.   What is the most interesting in this neighborhood? Anything different with other Portland’s neighborhood?
Nothing except I sometimes went to see a movie at the movie theatre in the back of GI Joe. Business is picking up compared to a few years back.  About the different thing, nah, not at all.


2.     How has this changed in the past 10 years?

You could say “a lot.”  The reconstruction to Plaza and it looks real nice. It is much busy now that 4 or 5 years ago. 

3. What are the most important issues to you and neighborhood?

I guessed that would be crimes and drugs. The Police just busted a guy couple of weeks ago for growing weed in his house.

4. What do you get out of this neighborhood since you’re a businessman?

Well, my business is doing well.  Yeah, I can see this place will be blooming. There are many people move here.

An interview with 18 years old runner, Tim Harding, a Lents neighborhood native?

1. What is the most interesting thing in the neighborhood?

Well, I like that it has park in the middle so I can run and hang out with my friends.  There’s Little League that I used to play. Other than that, nothing really excites. Same with other neighborhoods.

2. How has the neighborhood has changed in the past 10 years?

I really dunno.  It’s kinda cool that they had a movie theatre. I could see more people now in Eastport Plazw.

3. What is the most important issue facing the neighborhood?

I really dunno much the neighbor even though I’m living here.  I guessed it would be drugs. So many young people take it now.

4. How would you like to improve the neighborhood?

More businesses come in.  I welcome them.  Look at the Plaza.  It saved our community.

*my 4th question is important because we do want our neighborhood gets better.
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